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of a life after death, and to dedicate the votary
to a discipline of purity and virtue, as a pledge
of his participation in that immortal life re-
served for well-doers.   It was deemed necessary
for all persons to partake of this mystic initiation
in order to insure their happiness in another
world; and one of the charges brought against
Socrates was, that with this duty he had never
complied.    The characters of those who pre-
sented themselves were  severely scrutinised ;
and those charged with various crimes (among
others, with homicide, though accidental) were
excluded.    The first day of the celebration was
called by the name of Assembly, for on it first
the worshippers were congregated together. The
second day was called by a name signifying
Purification, the votaries being obliged to loathe
in the sea.     The third day was devoted to
Sacrifice, the priests themselves not being per-
mjtted on this   occasion   to partake   of tfee
sacrificial feast.     The fourth day a solemn pro-
cession took place, in which the Holy Basket of
Ceres was carried aloft.    The fifth was called